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Coordinator recommends the measure also be amended to enable DHS and other relevant 

executive branch agencies to develop interim rules without regard to chapter 91, Hawaii 

Revised Statutes, for the purposes of the Puuhonua homeless villages program.   

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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Karen Eoff 
Council Vice Chair 
Council District 8 - North Kona 

 

 

 
Phone:  (808) 323-4280 

Fax:  (808) 329-4786 
Email: karen.eoff@hawaiicounty.gov 
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February 26, 2018 
 
 

Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair 
Representative Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Finance 
 

Re: Testimony Supporting HB2014, HD1; Relating to Homelessness 
  Hearing Date and Time:  February 27, 2018 at 12:00 p.m., Conference Room 308 

 
Dear Committee: 
 

 On behalf of myself and constituents of Council District 8 in North Kona, support for the 
above referenced Bill  is expressed, with brief testimony provided as follows:  
 
  The homeless situation is well known and widespread t�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L���&�R�X�Q�W�\������We 
need to allow the State to place more homelessness individuals expeditiously into housing, on a 
scale that is large enough to greatly reduce, if not end homelessness.  
 
 Requiring the Governor to identify available State land for the establishment of 
homelessness villages is long overdue.  

 
We strongly support the Pu�¶uhonua Homelessness Villages Program, and recommend the 

passing of this bill .  
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
              
      KAREN EOFF, Council Vice Chair  
      Council District 8, North Kona 
KE.wpb 
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HAWAII KAI HOMELESS TASK FORCE 

7192 KALANIANAOLE HIGHWAY  
SUITE A143A, BOX 183 
HONOLULU , HI   96825 

Mike Goodman, Director 
 

Tel: (808) 428-9779 
Fax: (949) 229-1953 

Email: MikeGoodman@HawaiiKaiHomelessTaskForce.org 
 
 

 
TESTIMONY  

 
�,�¶�P Mike Goodman, Director of the Hawaii Kai Homeless Task Force.  I want to 

thank everyone on this committee for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of 
HB2014 also known as the Pu`uhonua Homeless Villages Act.  

 
�,�7�¶�6���6�,�0�3�/�(: THE ONLY WAY TO END THE HOMELESS CRISIS IS FOR 

ALL  THE HOMELESS TO HAVE A PLACE TO LIVE.    
 
THIS BILL WOULD HOUSE EVERY HOMELESS PERSON, BY USING 

UNCONVENTIONAL MODULAR DWELLINGS, THAT COST NINETY-NINE 
PERCENT LESS, THAN CONVENTIONAL BRICK AND MORTAR HOUSING.  

 
WE COULD BUILD  80 VILLAGES, EACH WITH 100 MODULAR HOMES, 

USING ONLY 160 ACRES OF UNDERUTILIZED STATE LAND, THAT WOULD 
NOT INTERFERE WITH THE INTEGRITY OF RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
RETAIL OR TOURIST AREAS,  FOR LESS THAN $200 MILLION DOLLARS. 
CONVERSELY, 8000 CONVENTIONALLY CONSTRUCTED BRICK AND MORTAR 
UNITS, WOULD COST ABOUT $3.5 BILLION DOLLARS.   

 
$200 MILLION DOLLARS IS ALSO �/�(�6�6���7�+�$�1���:�(�¶�5�(���$�/�5�(�$�'�<��

SPENDING ON UNSHELTERED HOMELESSNESS.  FOR EXAMPLE, Queens 
Medical Center SPENDS OVER $90 MILLION DOLLARS A YEAR, JUST IN THEIR 
EMERGENCY ROOM, TAKING CARE OF UNSHELTERED HOMELESS PEOPLE.1  
IN 2014, HONOLULU OFFICIALS SAID THEY REMOVED 10 TONS OF RUBBISH 
EVERY WEEK , FROM SIDEWALKS AND PARKS. WE SPEND ABOUT HALF A 
MILLION DOLLARS EVERYTIME WE DO A HOMELESS SWEEP. It ALSO costs 
about $1000 a week FOR EACH HOMELESS PERSON WE incarcerate, plus the 
ancillary costs of police, judges, defense attorneys and prosecutors.   

 
SADLY, EVERY OTHER HOMELESS BILL, AND EVERY OTHER POLICY 

AND PROPOSAL, ONLY PROVIDES A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF THE 
HOMELESS POPULATION WITH PERMANENT HOUSING.  BECAUSE BRICK 
AND MORTAR IS SO EXPENSIVE, MOST HOMELESS MUST CHOOSE BETWEEN 
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SHELTERS, OR THE STREETS.  EVERY DAY, WE SEE THE FAILURE OF THIS 
POLICY ON OUR SIDEWALKS, BEACHES AND PARKS.   

 
A final word about the cost:  You may not have to use GENERAL 

FUNDS to finance this.  Perhaps, instead of asking developers to set aside 
affordable units in luxury �F�R�Q�G�R�¶�V���E�X�L�O�W���R�Q���H�[�S�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���O�D�Q�G�������W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G��
contribute towards the construction and maintenance of Pu`uhonua Homeless 
Villages.  BONDS COULD ALSO BE USED. 

 
THE vast majority of VOTERS believe Homelessness is the most important 

issue facing the State  THE PU`UHONUA HOMELESS VILLAGES ACT,  (HB2014) IS 
THE ONLY BILL BEFORE THE LEGISLATURE WITH A FORESEEABLE 
SOLUTION TO THE HOMELESS CRISIS.  THEREFORE, �,�)���<�2�8���'�2�1�¶�7���+�$�9�(���$��
PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE, YOU SHOULD EITHER VOTE FOR THIS BILL, OR 
BE PREPARED TO  TELL YOUR CONSTITUENTS TO ACCEPT THINGS AS THEY 
ARE. 

 
BUT ACCEPTING THINGS AS THEY ARE , IS UNNACEPTABLE.  

Homelessness is a public health and safety AND QUALITY OF LIFE disaster for 
everyone, not just the homeless.  
 

Communicable diseases amongst the unsheltered can infect the 
general population.2  In September of 2017. a public health emergency was 
declared in San Diego after an outbreak of hepatitis �³A�  ́amongst the homeless 
killed 15 people.3  In �1�H�Z���<�R�U�N���&�L�W�\���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�����������¶�V�����D���V�X�S�H�U-strain of drug-
resistant tuberculosis was generated amongst mentally ill homeless who 
refused to finish their course of antibiotics.4 Poor hygiene and exposure to the 
elements, invariably generates the need for massive medical intervention, 
creating needless suffering, at a huge cost to taxpayers.  A University of 
Pennsylvania Study found the average life expectancy for an unsheltered, 
chronically homeless person is about 64 years.5 

Unsheltered homeless are also frequently victims of crimes, many 
committed by other unsheltered homeless.6   

Illegal, unmanaged homeless camps also pose a fire danger.  In 
Atlanta Georgia, a large fire in a homeless camp, destroyed an overpass on the 
I-85 highway.7  �5�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�����³�7�K�H���6�N�L�U�E�D�O�O���I�L�U�H�´���L�Q���%�H�O���$�L�U�����R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�H�D�O�W�K�L�H�V�W��
areas of Los Angeles, was begun by a fire in an illegal homeless encampment, 
and destroyed several MULTI -MILLION DOLLAR  homes.  
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The status quo is madness. I urge you to support HB2014, AND END THIS 
PLAGUE DECIMATING OUR STATE.   

 

WE ALSO HAVE SOME SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS, THAT WERE 
INCORPORATED INTO A SENATE VERSION OF THIS BILL (SB2628). (The 
Senate bill died).   �,�¶�9�(���3�2�6�7�(�'���0�<���7�(�6�7�,�0�2�1�<���2�1-LINE, SO YOU CAN COPY 
THE TEXT OF THESE AMENDMENTS IF YOU WANT.  

 

HERE ARE OUR SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS: 

 

FIRST:  There are many arbitrary and capricious local building codes 
which have no impact on health and safety, but could delay construction for 
years .  For example,  InterShelter makes modular dwellings (for about $10,000) 
which are virtually earthquake proof, fire proof, and hurricane proof, and provide 
320 square feet of living space.  But they would violate a Hawai`i County code which 
requires homes to have more than 320 square feet of living space.  To resolve these 
issues we suggest the following amendment: 

 

SECTION 4.  (a) The State, in lieu of compliance with local building approval 
procedures pertaining to health, habitability, planning and zoning, or safety 
standards, procedures, and laws, may adopt reasonable standards and procedures 
to ensure  health and safety for the design, site development, and operation of 
homeless dwellings and facilities as contemplated under this Act, and the structures 
and facilities therein, to the extent that strict compliance with local standards or laws 
in existence would not materially improve health and safety but would in any way 
prevent, hinder, or delay construction. 

SECOND:  An Amendment  that will help with NIMBY issues  

SECTION 2.  (a)  Within one year after the effective date of this Act, the 
governor shall take all steps and engage in all actions necessary to make available 
not less than an aggregate total of  160 acres of State  land to be distributed as 
needed between all the counties in the State for the purpose of providing housing 
and supportive services to homeless persons.  Where practical, the governor 
shall endeavor to choose parcels of land that do not interfere with the 
continuity of existing residential, commercial, reta il and tourist areas.    
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